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The l`ond `f a ualh neak hek eak made Jolia lnaknle� ohlenning hek h`kcelain neacoh¡ The

coh hk`doced a l`od clanneking n`ile againln inl laocek¡ S`me h`n lijoid lhilled `nn` hek

hand and nhe bk`ad u``den nable¡

D`kil laid� ¸Cakefol� nhan»l mw gkandm`nhek»l Wedgeu``d¡¹

¸Iln»n in eaklw f`k ualhl¢¹ R`bekn alked idlw¡ Molic fk`m nhe hh`n`gkahh dkifned fk`m nhe

linning k``m nhk`ogh nhe lckeened hani` d``kl� nhe h`knl and lnkingl `f Pekcw Fainh

boilding n` a hekcollite� cheekfol ckelcend`¡ D`kil made a face¦ h`holak molic ual n`n n`

hek nalne� bon Jolia had lelecned nhe kec`kd� hkefekking l`menhing ohlifning n` `fflen nhe

c`mhanw¡ N` `ne injoiked uhenhek Jolia ual all kighn `k m`ted n` uihe nhe nable¡ She

dabbed an nhkee lmall dakk lh`nl uinh hek linen nahkin uhile D`kil uanched¡ D`kil ual

R`bekn»l lnehm`nhek� a lnanoeljoe� imh`ling u`man in hek eaklw {fniel¡ She had been a

neighb`k and fkiend `f hil m`nhek»l onnil hek deanh¦ nu` weakl lanek� lhe makkied R`bekn»l

fanhek¡ Then he detel`hed nobekcol`lil and� afnek letekal weakl `f illnell� all` died¡ Al

nhele etennl `ccokked uhen R`bekn ual alkeadw a w`ong man� he lnill called D`kil bw hek

name and n`n ºM`nhek¡» Theik kelani`nlhih ual lnkange n` Jolia¦ nhew kakelw c`ntekled wen

leemed n` hate an ondeklnanding bew`nd nhe need f`k u`kdl¡

She»d inlilned Jolia call hek D`kil n`` uhen nhew {kln men¡ ¸G``dnell lakel�¹ lhe laid�

¸Mkl¡ Qoindlen u`old joln be c`nfoling n`u� u`oldn»n in¡¹ Fkiendlw u`kdl deliteked uinh a



dook� nhin±lipped lmile¡ Thew did non like each onhek and had pkennw moch dkopped anw

effokn an pkenenle afnek nhe {kln ueek¡

Thil ual hakd fok Jolia ininiallw� fok loch fkanknell ual non in hek nanoke¦ bon nou lhe foond

in libekaning¡

Somenimel nhe onlw lanilfacnion of hek daw ual in doing lomenhing lhe kneu Dokil uoold

{nd dilplealing¡

The oldek uoman laid� ¸I nhink nheke»l a neln oonlide wook uindou¡ I»d keep in cloled� nhew

mighn come in¡¹

¸Oh no�¹ laid Jolia¡ ¸I»m aufollw lcaked of ualpl and beel¡ Someone once nold me a

fkighnfol lnokw aboon a man uho ual napping in hil wakd¡ He opened hil moonh no waun and

a ualp |eu kighn in and lnong him� Hil head luelled op and he died¯lome allekgic

keacnion� I nhink¡¹

Robekn fkouned and laid dilappkotinglw� ¸Than»l kanhek mokbid� don»n woo nhink¢¹

¸I hate aluawl been mokbid�¹ lhe kenokned� nhen immedianelw uondeked uhw lhe uoold law

loch a nhing¡ And wen in leemed nhe moln nkonhfol declakanion lhe»d etek made no him¡

In ual lane in Febkoakw¡ Theke ual lnill lnou on nhe moonnainl behind nhem bon nhe taln

plain oteklooking Sommek Lake ual dkw uinh nall {eld gkall and bake uillou bkanchel¡ Jolia

had picnoked Okegon ckouded uinh fokelnl� lolh and uen and gkeen¯and dkiting op fkom

Califoknia� nhew had palled nhkoogh akeal like nhan¯bon uheke Dokil lited in ual akid and

empnw� wellou and bkoun¡ Theke ual lome beaonw no in bon nheke ual nonhing no do�

nonhing evcepn uanch nhe changing colokl of nhe lkw and nhe clood fokmanionl� and miln±

like doln lnokml off in nhe dilnance¡ The ueanhek coold change an anw giten hook¡ In joln

nhkee ueekl lhe had leen a blizzakd� houling uindlnokml� and hakd lalhing kain¡ Sodden

boklnl of lonlhine appeaked¯uinh titid� hallocinanokw kainboul¯nhen tanilhed joln al

qoicklw¡

The laln nuo mokningl had been uakm enoogh fok nhem no hate nheik bkeakfaln on nhe

fkonn deck� len oon uinh Dokil» china and liltekuake¡ She liked loch niceniel lomenimel bon

on onhek occalionl lcoffed an nhe meke loggelnion of glamook¡ When Jolia mennioned

­foolilhlw in nhe beginning� nkwing no impkell® nhan lhe»d once uokked an Waknek Bkonhekl

Snodiol� Dokil laid� ¸Oh� Hollwuood�¹ al if in ueke lome dilealed menkopolil¡ Bon Jolia kneu



lhe ki|ed nhkoogh hek belongingl¡ She came back fkom a ualk one afneknoon and noniced

nhe nolle edge of hek pennicoan poking oon fkom hek cloled loincale� and in nhe lmall

uakdkobe lhe lhaked uinh Robekn� hek pale pink kabbin lnole hong alkeu¡

Robekn laid� ¸In lookl like nhe lon mighn hold nodaw¡ I nhink I»ll dkite no Siltek Lake and nake

picnokel of nhole penkoglwphl¡ I»ll phone Hakkilon no koond op nhe ckeu¡¹

¸Maw I join¢¹ Jolia alked� keeping hek toice neonkal¡ Robekn did non like people begging fok

fatokl¡

¸Jolia�¹ he laid paniennlw� ¸ue»ke non going nheke no condocn a nook¡ In»l an evcatanion¡¹

¸I don»n evpecn a nook�¹ lhe laid uinh a lighn laogh¡

¸Good¡ Then nhe mannek il lennled¡¹ He lnood� lckaping hil chaik back� and lhe kneu bw nhe

uaw he folded hil napkin lhe»d been dilmilled¡

¸Nanokallw� lince woo»te decided¡¹ Nou lhe didn»n cake hou lhe loonded¡ He uenn inno nhe

hoole and lhe uanned no ckw¡ Whan uoold lhe do nodaw¢ She bin doun on hek lip and

looked oon an nhe plawa� auaw fkom Dokil» lanil{ed lmikk¡ Befoke nhe nkip� lhe»d allomed

lhe uoold paknicipane in Robekn»l keleakch¦ he»d made in loond al if hek lkilll uoold be

helpfol¡ Bon lince nhew akkited he had kepn hek evcloded fkom anw {elduokk¡ Hek

allilnance� he laid� uoold come lanek� uhen in ual nime no compile hil nonel¡ In appeaked

nhan hek connkibonion no mankind ual no be lnkicnlw clekical¡

She had been lonelw befoke lhe»d makkied¡ In netek occokked no hek lhe coold be joln al

lonelw nenheked no lomeone¯loneliek� al nheke ual no kealon no be¡

¸Yoo lhoold leakn non no hate evpecnanionl�¹ Dokil nou chided¡ ¸Robekn»l non one no hold¡

Than»l hou he»l been� nhan»l hou he»ll be¡ Makkied ok no¡¹ Jolia ual affkonned bw hek

fokuakdnell� bon befoke lhe coold nhink of an appkopkiane kelponle� Locille came oon no

cleak nhe nable¡ She ual livneen weakl old� lnkicken mone lince childhood� and nhe daoghnek

of nhe cakenakek uho nended Dokil» kanch a feu milel loonh� neak nhe noun of Paillew¡ She

uoke hek bkoun haik back in a nhick long plain and lconnled akoond nhe hoole� a pale

lhadou� kefoling no make ewe connacn uinh anwone¡ Jolia foond hek ckeepw bon� feeling

foklokn� had once nkied no make fkiendl¡ She»d nooched hek akm lighnlw no gen hek annennion

and nhe gikl lhkank auaw� making a nhkoanw hilling loond¡ In had been lhocking¯like

leeing a deek bake inl neenh¡



The nh`oghn `f a^`nhek daw lhe^n c``hed oh uinh nhele lnka^ge� h`lnile u`me^ ual

i^n`lekable¡ Jolia had kead all hek b``kl a^d illoel `f McCall»l a^d C`^{de^nial� a^d ual

b`ked n` deanh uinh nhe nu` ^eakbw ualki^g nkaill lhe»d evhl`ked al`^g nhe lake»l

hekimenek¡ Theke ual ^`nhi^g n` lee i^ nhe ^eakeln n`u^l a^d a^wuaw� R`bekn `fne^ n``k

nhe cak¡ She c`old^»n imagi^e h`u lhe u`old `ccohw heklelf f`k nhe ^evn nuelte dawl

bef`ke nhew c`old {^allw leate f`k Va^c`otek� uheke R`bekn lited a^d naoghn nu`

akchae`l`gw c`oklel an nhe U^iteklinw `f Bkinilh C`lombia¡ Jolia e^tili`^ed lecnoke

kecehni`^l� facolnw di^^ekl� a lneadw if lmall l`cial cikcle¡

She f`ll`ued hek holba^d i^n` nhe h`ole¡ He ual i^ nhe lnodw� hil back n`uakd hek� nalki^g

`^ nhe nelehh`^e¡ She ue^n n` nheik bedk``m a^d cha^ged i^n` hek ualki^g cl`nhel� a l`^g±

lleeted lhikn uinh do^gakeel� gal`lhel� a uide±bkimmed lnkau han� a^d lakge lo^glallel¡

Renok^i^g n` nhe lnodw� lhe f`o^d him f`ldi^g oh hil nkih`d¡ ¸R`bekn�¹ lhe a^^`o^ced� ¸I»m

g`i^g n` ualk a bin oh nhan m`o^nai^ nkail n`daw¡ I»ll ^eed `^e `f w`ok k^ahlackl¯a^d nh`le

evnka bi^`colakl� if w`o ca^ lhake¡¹

He l``ked oh uinh a lc`ul¡ ¸Ake w`o mad� hiki^g `^ w`ok `u^¢ Than nkail il lete^ h`okl

back a^d f`knh� a^d in genl k`ogh afnek nhe {kln feu milel¡ Ỳ o»ke hakdlw ejoihhed a^d

belidel� in»l highlw imhk`hek¡ Maw I kemi^d w`o nhan nhil il a lmall n`u^¢¹

¸Oh� uh`»l ak`o^d n` cake¢ A^d I d`^»n hla^ n` g` nhe uh`le uaw� `bti`ollw¡ I joln ua^n n`

lee l`menhi^g diffeke^n¡ Ỳ o laid bef`ke nhe {kln hakn ual ealw¡ Pleale� R`bekn� I»m an uinl

e^d¡ If I d`^»n d` `k lee l`menhi^g diffeke^n l``^ nhe^ I uill g` mad�¹

¸D`^»n be dkamanic¡ Ỳ o hate^»n ete^ nhe hk`hek lh`el¡ Th`le gal`lhel hate ^` nkead¡¹

¸She c`old b`kk`u mw m`o^nai^ b``nl¡¹ Thew b`nh nok^ed i^ lokhkile n` lee D`kil lna^di^g

i^ nhe d``kuaw¡ ¸Than il� if nhew {n¡¹

¸F`k g`d»l lake�¹ R`bekn laid� ¸d`^»n e^c`okage hek¡¹

Jolia ual lkehnical `f D`kil» lodde^ imholle n` helh¡ She u`^deked if in ual n` make

ame^dl f`k hek eakliek� hkelomhno`ol kemakk¡ M`ke likelw in ual becaole lhe n`` ua^ned

Jolia `on `f nhe h`ole¡ ¸Well� nhan¯in»l aufollw ki^d `f w`o n` `ffek¡¹ She c`old ^`n joine

onnek nhe u`kdl ºnha^k w`o¡»

The b``nl ueke heatw a^d mod±caked a^d a bin l^og ­Jolia had aluawl bee^ lelf±

c`^lci`ol `f hek heighn a^d l`^g feen® bon f`k a feu h`okl nhew u`old d`¡ ¸Thew»ke g``d�¹



lhe laid¡ Thew»ll uokk joln {ne¡¹

Robekn looked dobiool¡ ¸Don»n be noo adtennokool¡ We»ke evhecned fok cocknaill an nhe

Lodge an liv¡

The Hakkilonl hate intined ol no dinnek¯Paol and hil uife Makjokie¡¹

¸Oh� nhan loondl joln lotelw�¹ Jolia ual nhkilled an nhe hkolhecn of an etening oon� uinh neu

comhanw¡

Pekhahl lhe and Makjokie coold amole each onhek fok nhe kemaindek of hek lnaw¡ ¸Don»n

uokkw� I uon»n be long¡ Enjow wook daw� nhen�¹ lhe laid� and imhollitelw killed hil cheek¡

She»d netek done anwnhing like nhan befoke� moch lell in fkonn of Dokil¡ He |olhed uinh

annowance� bon Jolia didn»n cake¡

¸So�¹ Dokil laid bkilklw� ¸I»ll nell Locille non no evhecn woo fok dinnek¡¹ She nokned abkohnlw

and lefn nhe koom¡ Robekn nook nhe cak and dkote auaw loon afnek¡

In ual lane mokning� haln nen� bw nhe nime Jolia len oon on hek hike¡ She»d hacked a

hahhazakd lonch of bkead� cheele� lome fkoin� and a nhekmol foll of uanek� uhanetek lhe

coold allemble uinhoon genning ondekfoon in nhe kinchen¡ The daw ual glokiool� lonnw bon

ckilh� and oh abote� a ualh of cloodlell hale azoke leemed no lnkench on foketek¡ All

akoond hek ueke lou dkied lagebkolh� manzanina bolhel� and lacw gnakled nombleueedl¦

and foknhek back fkom nhe nkail� hondekola and jonihek nkeel¡ The tegenanion takied onlw

llighnlw� bon each cokte in nhe nkail hkodoced a neu hanokama nhan cahnoked hek annennion¡

The bkighn lon afnek lo manw ueekl of chill feln uondekfol¡

A haik of haukl cikcled nhe lkw in a gkacefol lekiel of akcl nhan ahheaked an once lazw and

hokholefol¡ She lnohhed fok a momenn no uanch in admikanion¡ Railing nhe binocolakl fkom

akoond hek neck� lhe focoled nhe lenlel no heek clolek¡ An {kln nheke ual nonhing bon lkw¡

Then one of nhe haukl» uingl came inno tieu uinh lodden� lhakh kelief¡ She heakd nhe

loond of |ahhing and galhed� dkohhing hek binocolakl¡ The haukl ahheaked no be cikcling

louek and clolek�lhe feln a clonch of hanic and fkoze¡ Then nhew |eu lloulw highek and

auaw� and lhe chockled an hek foolilhnell¡ Of cookle in coold non hate been nhe haukl lhe

heakd bon nhe uind¡

She ualked noknh along nhe hillw dikn koad nouakd nhe Fkemonn Nanional Fokeln� onnil lhe

keached nhe beginning of nhe nkail� makked bw nuo koogh lnone hillakl¡ In ual lell nhan a



]ile fk`] D`kil» h`ole¦ lhe l``ked back a^d c`old joln ]ake `on nhe uhine clahb`akd

lnkocnoke uinh inl heaked gkee^ k``f¯a ni^w� i^lig^i{ca^n hlace� lhe nh`oghn� c`^nai^i^g

ete^ l]allek� ]`ke i^lig^i{ca^n he`hle¡ Tok^i^g n`uakd nhe nkail� lhe bkeanhed i^ deeh a^d

evhaled¡ She feln fetekilh a^d elaned¡ She bega^ hek ll`u alce^n¡

½

Jolia ]akkied R`bekn becaole lhe»d ]ilnake^ hek lokhkile an hil hk`h`lal f`k k`]a^ce� a^d

becaole lhe ual nhiknw±lete^ weakl `ld a^d uhanetek l``kl lhe had ueke fadi^g� al ueke

hek cha^cel `f fonoke hk`h`lall¡ She ual fkighne^ed bw nhe hk`lhecn `f bei^g al`^e� a^d

l` niked `f ^etek acc`]hlilhi^g uhan ual evhecned `f hek¡ L`^g ag`� back h`]e i^

Rich]`^d� lhe»d nake^ dka]a clallel a^d bee^ n`ld lhe had nale^n¡ She l``ked like

Kanheki^e Hehbok^� l`]e laid¦ Jea^enne MacD`^ald� laid `nhekl¡ She lated nhe ]`^ew

lhe eak^ed al a b``kkeehek»l allilna^n a^d� joln bef`ke hek nue^nw±livnh biknhdaw� ue^n

`on n` H`llwu``d n` lee if lhe c`old be l`]enhi^g¡ An hek {kln `he^ aodini`^� nhe calni^g

dikecn`k len hek lnkaighn� ¸Lilne^� d`ll� w`o»ke n`` nall a^d n`` `ld¡ Ỳ o»ll ^etek gen nhe lead¡ If

w`o»ke lockw� w`o»ll hlaw a ^okle `k leckenakw¡¹ She beca]e hil leckenakw i^ keal life a^d� f`k a

feu ueekl� hil ]ilnkell¡ Whe^ nhan e^ded� he ual ^`n o^ki^d¦ he kehn hek `^ al hil

leckenakw¡

Theke ueke `nhek j`bl afnek nhan� a^d diffeke^n ]e^¡ An l`]e h`i^n lhe ual auake lhe

c`old bec`]e a ceknai^ nwhe `f u`]a^� a^d beca]e ]`ke cikco]lhecn¡ F`k a feu weakl

nheke ual ^`nhi^g¡ N` loin`kl� a^d al ni]e ue^n `^� feuek fkie^dl¡ I^ nkonh� lhe»d ^etek

bee^ able n` lolnai^ a deeh fkie^dlhih uinh a^w`^e� nh`ogh lhe delhekanelw l`^ged n`¡

Whe^ lhe ual w`o^gek� lhe ]ade fkie^dl ealilw¦ hek l``kl dkeu anne^ni`^� a^d lhe

e^j`wed golhi^g `tek he`hle al uell� giti^g nhe] c`]hli]e^nl ete^ uhe^ lhe did^»n ]ea^

nhe]¡ Bon l`]eh`u nh`le annach]e^nl ^etek lalned¡ Ete^noallw� hek giklfkie^dl u`old

]akkw� a^d dk`h hek¡ Ete^ nhe feu u`]e^ lhe k^eu uh` ueke all` o^]akkied lee]ed

o^i^nekelned i^ l`cializi^g bew`^d nhe `ccali`^al lo^ch `k ]`tie¡ In hozzled a^d hai^ed

hek¡ She did ^`n k^`u h`u hek life had bec`]e l` h`ll`u¡

She ]en R`bekn i^ lane N`te]bek an a lo^che`^enne ^eak nhe Nanokal Hiln`kw Moleo]

uheke lhe u`kked� canal`gi^g kefeke^ce b``kl i^ nhe libkakw¡ In l` hahhe^ed he»d bee^

lhe^di^g ]`ln `f hil ni]e an nhe ]oleo]¡ He ual `^ labbanical f`k a weak d`i^g keleakch

f`k hil b``k `^ agkicolnokal l`cieniel `f Welnek^ N`knh A]ekica doki^g nhe Ne`linhic

Peki`d¡ He had bee^ i^ Calif`k^ia li^ce Sehne]bek a^d ual lchedoled n` leate i^ Ja^oakw¡

She ^`niced hi] linni^g an nhe nable ack`ll fk`] hek nu` dawl i^ a k`u¡ Thew evcha^ged

`^e bkief� dikecn l``k¡ He ual ^`n ha^dl`]e¦ hil feanokel ueke i^ facn kanhek c`akle¯bon



nhere uas somenhing behind his ewes nhan snirred a response uinhin her¡ On nhe nhird and

foornh daws he uasn»n nhere� and she forgon aboon him¡ On nhe {fnh daw he renorned and�

approaching her nable� asked� ¸Maw I¢¹

His coornship uas bonh denermined and disnann¡ Thew men for lonch almosn dailw� he

phoned ofnen no make etening appoinnmenns¯bon nhere uere long silences benueen

nhem� silences he seemed onpernorbed bw bon uhich made her {dgenw and� no

compensane� noo nalkanite¡ And he did non nooch her¡ This pleased her an {rsn� bon afner

seteral ueeks she foond in perpleving� for she sensed nhan he uanned no¡ Perhaps he uas

old fashioned� she nhooghn� and nhis uas nhe uaw proper gennlemen behated¡ She did non

nhink he uas lighn on his feen¡ On nhe connrarw� he snood nall and snordw¦ an siv foon nhree he

had {te inches on her and made her feel almosn diminonite� eten in heels¡ He had a uaw of

nodding his head uhen engaged in a sobjecn� caosing a forelock of his dark hair no fall oter

his righn ewe¡ She»d uann no posh in back and uonder if she uas in lote¡ There uas one

insnance uhen� goiding her nhroogh a crouded nheaner� she feln his palm� uarm and heatw�

on nhe small of her back¡ Anonher nime� uhile evpoonding on nhe merins of radiocarbon

daning� he pressed his hand brie|w on her urisn no make his poinn¡ She feln a joln of hean

nhroogh her bodw and� for a sospended momenn� losn her nrain of nhooghn¡

Was in as simple as nhan¢ Becaose in had been noo long since a man had nooched her¢

And becaose she had liked nhe idea of being an archaeologisn»s uife¢ As for his reasons for

marrwing her� she soon learned nhew uere non dissimilar no her oun¡ He mosn hate decided

in uoold be more adtannageoos no his career no hate a uife and appear sennled nhan no be a

bachelor an fornw¡ People made specolanions and gossiped¡ Bon if nhew had qoesnioned his

manliness nhew uoold hate been urong¡

Thew married on Janoarw ��nd� ����� an a coonnw clerk»s of{ce� and consommaned nheir

onion hoors laner¡ Their nacin dwnamic did non change¦ in onlw nook on a snrange neu aspecn¡

Nighnlw� he moted oter her� silenn for nhe mosn parn� gronning occasionallw¡ She feln herself

no be qoine incidennal¡ His bodw uas heatw and sorprisinglw hairw¡ She once imagined him as

a bear¡ Then she nhooghn� Hou sillw� a bear¡ She»d neter eten seen one in person¡ He uas

adamann aboon non hating children and aluaws osed connracepnion¡ Somenimes afner he

rolled off and law nevn no her� she coold nell he uas snill auake¡ An nhose momenns nheir

auareness of each onher uas painfollw acone¡ She uoold uann no speak� or hate him saw

somenhing� bon uhan uoold nhan be¢ He coold conterse an lengnh aboon his research� uhich

she acnoallw did {nd compelling¡ Onheruise nheir evchanges uere brief and pernained no

nhe eterw daw� nhings nhan had no gen done or be nold¡ On nhe sorface nheir shornhand lenn



nhem nhe appearance of hating been married for moch longer� nhoogh nechnicallw nhew

uere snill on nheir honewmoon¡

Honewmoon¡ Whan a snopid uord¡

In one of her books she came across nhe |ouerw nerm ºlotemaking» and len oon a harsh

laogh¡ Whan nhew did uas non nhan¦ in uas nuo bodies blonnlw wielding no nheir respecnite

porposes¡ The nevn daw she uoold feel shame and grani{canion and nhe desire no uoond

him¡ This uas hou in uas nhan {rsn nighn and for all nhe nighns afner� from one monel or

lodge no nhe nevn� onnil nhew reached Doris» home� uhen nheir relanions abropnlw snopped¡

She did non knou if she minded¡ Yes� possiblw she did¡

���

For nhe {rsn parn of nhe nrail Jolia ualked leisorelw� enjowing her sense of freedom and nhe

uidening tieu of nhe lake as her eletanion increased¡ In uas breanhnaking� and she uished

she had brooghn her small camera along uinh nhe binocolars¡ Torning her gaze no nhe

zigzagging line op nhe moonnain� she almosn nripped oter somenhing on nhe groond¡ In uas

a corted� narrou bone� aboon nhe lengnh of her hand� uinh a sharp hook an one end¡ An {rsn

she nhooghn in uas a clau� bon uhen she kneeled closer� she sau nhe rou of neenh and

realized in uas parn of a jau¡ Robern uoold knou uhan animal in came from¦ she pon in in her

knapsack no shou him laner� as proof she uasn»n sqoeamish¡

As she conninoed along nhe sneadw opuard incline� Jolia coold feel nhe snrain in her opper

legs and caltes¡ She came opon a shaded closner of large rocks beneanh a nree and

decided no resn¡ She uas ratenooslw hongrw and nhirsnw¡ She nook hoge golps from her

nhermos and ane her lonch uinh her {ngers� lenning nhe joice from nhe froin ron doun her

chin¡ Wiping her hands on nhe fronn of her dongarees she nhooghn� Whan a barbarian I am�

And laoghed¡

When she snood op� houeter� she realized she mighn hate jinved herself� for she feln nhe

sodden� orgenn need no orinane¡ In uas nerriblw incontenienn¡ She bloshed an nhe

ridicoloosness of her modesnw¡ Afner all� she»d encoonnered no one on nhe nrail so far and

nhe chance of someone coming along nou uas onlikelw¡ Eten so� she snooped behind nhe

large rocks for concealmenn¡ Sqoanning aukuardlw� she poshed doun her dongarees and

onderpanns and orinaned as qoicklw as she coold¡ She had onlw her lace handkerchief no

uipe herself¡ When she uas done� she nodged in onderneanh a shrob uinh her boon and�



picking op her knapsack� ualked qoicklw auaw from nhe rocks¡ A momenn laner she laoghed

again� oon lood� an her sillw predicamenn¡ Nou nhan in uas oter she feln oddlw evolnann¡

Afner anonher mile nhe nrail con uesn� deeper inno nhe moonnain� and she coold no longer

see nhe lake¡ The nrees uere nhicker and denser here� nhe son shining nhroogh onlw in

random dappled pannerns¡ She considered norning back an nhis poinn¯bon in uas onlw half

pasn noon� and nhe air feln so cool and refreshing¡ She decided no press on¡ Soon nhe nrail

became crouded uinh brambles� and nhe groond moddw in some parns� uinh panches of

melning snou aroond nhe nree nronks¡

Eterw once in a uhile she sau a familiar pile of uhan looked like dried red mod on nhe

groond¡ The {rsn nime she»d seen nhem� non far from nhe hoose� Doris nold her nhew uere

cowone scan� pronooncing ºcowone» nhe uaw nhew did here� uinhoon nhe long ºe¡» ¸Whan is

ºscan¢¹ Jolia asked¡ Robern said afner a paose� ¸In»s dong�¹ and nhen Doris feln nhe need no

emphasize� ¸Yoo knou� feces¡ Shin¡¹ In uas an offensite� evnreme evample of her consnann

efforns no ondermine uhan she perceited as Jolia»s affecnanions of delicacw¡ Jolia feln her

jodgmenn no be neinher fair nor nroe¡ Snill� she uas glad she had wen no see a cowone in all

nhese ueeks� nhoogh she had heard nheir houling on seteral nighns¡

Soddenlw she came opon a clearing uinh a sharp drop±off and a tasn� snarnling tieu of nhe

lake� nou far� far belou her¡ She had no idea she»d ualked op so high¡ Inching closer no nhe

edge� she snared an nhe lake belou as if hwpnonized¡ In uas onnerlw snill¡ The sorface of nhe

uaner mirrored perfecnlw eterwnhing abote in� nhe placid ridge of moonnains and prisnine

bloe skw uinh ins sparse� onmoting cloods¡ She coold non disningoish nhe difference

benueen uhan uas real and uhan uas re|ecned¡ The effecn uas specnacolar bon onnerting�

as if nime had somehou denached¡ A snrange chill passed oter her hearn and she shitered¡

She looked op nouard nhe nop of nhe moonnain¦ in nou seemed a formidable� endless nask¡

Her urisnuanch shoued in uas josn pasn nuo¡ Hou had she losn nrack of nhe nime¢ She snill

had no banhe and dress for dinner¦ if she made nhem lane� Robern uoold be so cross¡ She

norned back on nhe nrail an a brisk pace� con{denn nhan ualking doun uoold be moch fasner

nhan op¡

The son»s innensinw had begon no uane¡ Afner some nime she came no anonher clearing� nhis

one larger and sen in a small basin¡ She coold non remember passing in before� bon in her

fanigoe in uas genning more dif{coln no nell uhan looked familiar and uhan didn»n¡ She foond

a panh nhan looked like a nrail and ualked on in for seteral minones� nhen snopped abropnlw¡



Before her� rising up to the nevt hill� she sau at least an acre of burnt pines� their branches

stripped and charred¡ Most uere tarrw black but a feu looked ashw and uhite� almost

skeletal¡ Some still stood upright but the majoritw law in scattered patterns� like a

battleground of carcasses¡ The dark silhouette of one lone tree stood near the hilltop�

sheared off diagonallw at the trunk� its jagged end seeming to point in accusation at the

skw¡ The blood drained from her face� not because the scene uas eerie¯but because she

realized she uas lost¡

¸Dear god�¹ she uhispered¡ ¸Oh no¡¹

She uhirled around and started running back to the clearing she had passed before�

certain that uas uhere she»d made her error¡ When she got there� houeter� she sau no

sign of another trail¡ Eterwthing seemed cotered in thickets� but she noticed a slight

indentation evtending out in a neu direction that might be a rough trail¡ It uas almost four¡

The sun uould start to set in another hour¡ Surelw bw nou Robert uas home and uondering

uhere she uas¦ perhaps he uas alreadw on his uaw to look for her� he and his men¡ She

climbed doun the hill and ualked resolutelw onto the neu path¡ It seemed promising for

seteral minutes� but then stopped at uhat appeared to be another drop±off¡

The drop±off oterlooked a deep uide ratine¡ She noticed heel±shaped prints on a narrou

dirt strip leading doun to the bottom¡ Thew uere not her footprints¯she uould hate

remembered climbing up such a steep incline¯but thew uere someone»s prints� uhich

meant thew must lead to a trail¡ Sloulw� she made her descent� grabbing onto tree roots

and rocks to steadw herself¡ She uas halfuaw doun uhen she heard a faint sharp screech¡

It seemed to come from someuhere belou her� but she could not tell if it uas animal or

human¡ Seconds later� muf|ed laughter echoed from the ratine� past a curte of the incline

bewond her tieu¡ These sounds uere distinctlw human� and male¡ She started to well out�

but some ominous note in the laughter stopped her¡ She uould hate to intestigate¦ the

alternatite uas to risk stawing lost after nightfall¡ Shakilw� she continued her uaw doun

until she {nallw reached the rockw bottom of the ratine� uhere the tracks stopped¡

Bewond a lou ridge opposite the cliff� she could detect a thin rising tendril of smoke¡ She

scrambled to the top of the ridge and came upon a dried grassw path¡ It uas a trail¯and it

appeared to uind dounuard� touard the lake¡ Walking along further� she could smell the

smoke and see it pluming thicker and higher against the nou pinkening skw¡ After a short

uhile� she sau a small |icker of |ames through the trees¡ Drauing nearer� she heard the

sound of glass breaking� and laughter again¡



When lhe ual letekal wakdl auaw lhe lau nhe camp� |amel lhooning high fkom a lakge

bon{ke encikcled bw kockl¦ bkoken bonnlel and clonh bondlel lcanneked aboon¦ and uhan

looked like a makelhifn nenn of bkanchel and blankenl neakbw¡ She uondeked feakfollw if

lhe»d come ackoll nhe hobol lhe heakd Dokil mennion once� ininekannl fkom nhe Shetlin

Companw uho»d been dilpekled afnek inl logging campl dilmannled¡ Otek nhe {ke� lmall

onkecognizable animall ueke chakking on a lpin¯lhe lmelled nhe mean� hek lnomach

nuilning {kln uinh hongek and nhen ketollion¯and allo nhe haklh fomel of liqook¡ She

heakd lou laoghnek again� and lau a lhadoued motemenn bewond nhe nenn¡ She

appkoached caonioollw and hid behind a nkee� polling op hek binocolakl¡ When lhe looked

nhkoogh nhem lhe galped¡

A nhin naked uoman kneln in nhe dikn on all fookl� polhing hek keak inno nhe gaonn±faced�

gkizzled man moonning hek fkom behind¡ He ual follw clonhed evcepn fok nhe pannl

ckompled akoond hil kneel¡ Anonhek man lnood in fkonn of nhe uoman� one hand doun hil

oun loolened pannl and nhe onhek gkipping a bonnle� uanching nhe nuo befoke him uinh a

dkonken gkin¡ He ual moch woongek nhan nhe onhek man bon had nhe lame long nole�

lonken cheekl� and hooded ewel¡ The uoman»l head ual doun� hek manned blond haik

nkailing on nhe gkoond¡ Soddenlw lhe |ipped hek head op and Jolia� no hek lhock� lau nhan

lhe ual woong� joln a gikl� bakelw oldek nhan Locille¡ She ual gokgling� hek face lnained uinh

luean and dikn� and hek ewel had a domb� kapnokool evpkellion¡ The woongek man pooked

hil dkink inno hek open moonh uhile lhe lapped and llokped in doun¡ Then lhe len oon a

high±pinched� hwlnekical lckeech¡ The oldek man looked op and gkouled� ¸Qoin plawing� bow�

nou woo gin hek fkom nhe fkonn¡¹

Jolia lnood nkanl{ved uinh hokkok an nhe lickening nableao¡ Mw god� lhe nhooghn� nhew»ke all

ckazw¡ Sloulw� lhe backed auaw fkom nhe camp� keeping al moch dilnance al lhe coold

uinhoon loling lighn of nhe nkail¡ When lhe ual fak enoogh auaw� lhe began no kon¡ She

nkampled headlong nhkoogh a lou nhicken of bkamblel� heedlell of nhe nhoknl lckanching an

hek clonhel and lkin¡ The lkw had dakkened and ual nou a boknilhed coppek� glouing uinh

lnkeakl of fochlia and latendek¡ In ual magni{cenn no lee and onbeakable¦

in meann nhan loon nhe lighn uoold be gone¡

���

Robekn had kenokned fkom Siltek Lake joln paln nhkee� and opon heaking of Jolia»l ablence�

ual an {kln annowed� lolpecning hek loineking no be delibekane¡ Lanelw lhe dilplawed an



injored pooniness he foond mosn onannracnite¡ ¸Foolish uoman�¹ he monnered¡ ¸Whan coold

she be op no¢ Damned noisance¡¹ When she had

non come back bw foor� houeter� he greu concerned¡ He uas non one no raise a foss¦ he

parnicolarlw did non like no raise a foss nhan uas onnecessarw¡ He feln anonher |ash of

irrinanion an Jolia for forcing nhis dilemma opon him¡ Bon in uoold soon be dark� and if she

uere non foond�uhan he coold non abide uas a scandal¡ Finallw� he called nhe Deponw

Sheriff»s of{ce and evplained nhe sinoanion¡ He hesinaned no cancel on nhe Harrisons josn

wen� in case Jolia did shou¡ Afner his phone call he uenn and san uinh Doris in nhe kinchen�

uaining for nhe Deponw Sheriff no arrite¡

¸Whan nime did she leate again¢¹ he asked¡ ¸When did she saw she»d be back¢¹

¸She didn»n� as I»te alreadw nold woo¡ I soppose she lefn shornlw afner woo did¡¹

¸Yoo didn»n bonher no nake none of nhe nime¢¹

Doris dreu her spine op snif|w¡ ¸Don»n nrw no make me responsible� Robern¡ She»s woor uife¡¹

He ignored nhe protocanion of her uords and remained silenn¡ Bon nou she uas riled¡ ¸Yoo

shooldn»n hate brooghn her here¡ If woo meann no ponish me� woo»re onlw ponishing her¡ And

woorself¡¹

¸Yoo knou a lon aboon ponishmenn� all of a sodden�¹ he said calmlw¡ ¸Than uoold seem no

connradicn woor reponanion of caring for nhe in{rm¡¹

A deep |osh snained her face¡ He noniced uinh sanisfacnion nhe crepe±w nevnore of her neck¡

In uas remarkable nhan he had eter foond her handsome¡

¸Mw god�¹ she said� ¸uill woo neter forgen¢ Yoo gate me no choice� I nook care of him� didn»n

I¢¹

¸Yes¡ In renorn woo gon his name� and all his uorldlw goods¡ Those priceless nhings eterw

uoman feels enninled no¡¹

¸Bon non from woo�¹ she said binnerlw¡ ¸An leasn woor fanher cared enoogh no gite me ºnhose

nhings»¯ since woo uooldn»n¡ I»m beginning no feel ranher sorrw for Jolia¡ Yoo haten»n

changed¡ Yoo»te onlw become more cold¡¹



¸Hate I¢ Coming fkom woo� nhan»l joine a commendanion¡¹ He gon op and lefn nhe kinchen no

pace alone in nhe fowek¡ He uoold non gite hek nhe lanilfacnion of leeing him oplen¡ He nook

deep bkeanhl� clenching hil {lnl� and nkied no focol on nhe mannek an hand¡ Whan he lhoold

do nou ual phone Hakkilon and hate him meen him neak nhe nkail ennkance¡ The moke men

leakching� nhe bennek¡ An nhe tekw lealn he oued him nhe conlidekanion of canceling dinnek¡

He lhoold pkepake fok nhe leakch noo befoke nhe Deponw Shekiff akkited¦ ganhek hil lannekn�

manchel� uhilnle� a blanken in cale of hwponhekmia¡ He kemembeked Jolia uoke onlw lighn

clonhing� al if lhe ueke going no a picnic in nhe pakk¡ Again he cokled hek foolhakdinell� hek

impenoool dilkegakd fok pkopkienw ok eten common lenle¡ She had leemed no him in nhe

beginning malleable� manageable¯bon lhe»d pkoten him ukong¡ In ual non nhe {kln nime¡

Hil mind chokned and boiled uinh onuanned memokiel fkom hil woonh� long bokied� of

uomen»l ennicemennl� benkawall� demandl� and kepkilall¡ The female mind ual foketek

elolite and conning¡ If in ueke op no him� he»d almoln feel inclined no joln leate hek in nhe

fokeln fok nhe nighn¦ nhen lhe uoold lokelw be naoghn a lellon¡

���

Joln befoke nhe lon lank� Jolia came opon a ckeln and {nallw lau nhe lake dakklw

lhimmeking belou¡ She nkied delpekanelw bon coold non oonkon nhe fading lighn¡ The lkw

nokned an etek deepek bloe� and nhen a dolkw gkew�an nhil kealizanion of hek uokln feak lhe

panicked and began no lckeam al lood al lhe coold� ¸Help� Somebodw� Hel±lo±o¢¹ Each

nime lhe paoled and lilnened fok a kelponle¡ Bon all lhe heakd ual nhe loond of hek oun

toice echoing back ackoll nhe hilll¡ Wheke ual Robekn¢ Sokelw lomeone uoold {nd hek

loon¡ Nou� eten nhe nhooghn of encoonneking nhe hobol leemed moke beakable nhan

being lefn alone in nhe dakk¡

Soon in gkeu lo dim lhe coold onlw lee lhadouw lhapel in nhe fokegkoond¡ She became

noo fkighnened no make anw foknhek noile¡ She foond a lakge lhkob and polhed back inno

nhe koogh leatel� hoping in uoold pkotide lome fokm of lhelnek¡ In ual lnill noo cold fok

lnakel bon nhe nhooghn of uild animall konning loole in nhe nighn ual penkifwing¡ Woold

nhew be able no lmell hek¢ Ok heak hek¢ Hek heakn pomped lo hakd lhe coold hakdlw

bkeanhe¡ She hoddled uinh hek akml ckolled nighnlw otek hek cheln� neenh channeking� each

hand nocked inno nhe oppoline lleete fok uakmnh¡ Sjoeezing hek ewel lhon� lhe moonhed a

fektenn lilenn pkawek� Pleale deak god oh pleale¡ She began no ueep in nekkok and lelf±pinw¡

In ual lo cold¡ She had netek knoun loch oblinekaning dakknell� al if nhe fokeln had cloled

in and ennombed hek¡ Hek bodw ached fkom evhaolnion and chill¡ Time lengnhened and

became innekminable¡ She began no nallw nhe lecondl and nhen each minone on hek hand�



but everw strange crackle and gust of wind made her seize up and lose her count¡ There

was at least a sliver of moon� and stars clustered so dense and low she imagined she could

reach out and touch them¡ She twisted around to lie on her back so that all she took in was

their brightness¡

���

The sound of cowotes in the distance jerked her awake¡ At {rst there was onlw one� but

soon more joined in� three or four of them {lling the night with a sharp chorus of wips and

howls¡ She law wide±ewed� rigid with fear� listening to their bawing escalate� then grow

thinner� and {nallw cease¡ When all was quiet again she sat up stif|w on her knees and

looked around¡ She had no idea how long she had slept¡ The crescent moon hung a bit

higher in the skw and the night seemed less pitch black¡ She could just make out the murkw

silhouette of hills and trees¡ As she looked out at the faint landscape� a dark shape on one

of the hills seemed to lurch and move¡ Then it was gone¡ She stood and squinted hard in its

direction� unsure if it had been real or an illusion¯or perhaps just a swawing tree¡ A deep�

guttural breath came from the top of the hill¡ There it was again� and now the shape

appeared larger� tall and lumbering¡ Something about its movement seemed familiar¡

With a jolt of recognition she ran toward it¡ ¸Robert¢¹ she screamed¡ ¸Robert�¹
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